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LSU Celebrates Academic Excellence: Honoring Six 'Rainmakers' for Outstanding Research 

Achievements 

In a significant acknowledgment of academic prowess, Louisiana State University (LSU) is set to 

honor six distinguished faculty members who have achieved national or international recognition 

for their groundbreaking research contributions. Termed as "Rainmakers," these professors have 

excelled in securing research funding and publishing their findings in prestigious journals, 

thereby propelling LSU's mission to foster transformative impacts locally and globally, as stated 

by Vice President of Research and Economic Development, Robert Twilley. 

Spotlight on Diverse Excellence 

The Rainmakers program celebrates excellence across various stages of academic careers, from 

early to senior levels, highlighting the breadth of discovery and innovation within the LSU 

community. Each honoree brings a unique perspective to their field, from Don Zhang's insights 

into decision-making under risk in the workplace to Christine Lattin's exploration of stress 

resilience mechanisms in animals. Notably, Kathleen Searles delves into the digital 

dissemination of noncredible information and its societal impacts, while Catherine Deibel's work 

focuses on the atomic forces driving cosmic phenomena. Rafael Orozco's linguistic research 
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spans continents, exploring the evolution of language, and Michael Malisoff applies 

mathematical precision to enhance aerospace defense and marine robotics. 

Recognizing Academic Impact 

The Rainmakers award includes a $1,000 stipend for each recipient and an invitation to a 

celebratory reception in the iconic Huey P. Long Fieldhouse ballroom. This recognition 

underscores the critical role of research funding and scholarly publication in advancing 

knowledge and innovation. The awarded projects not only contribute to the academic community 

but also promise real-world applications, from improving mental health treatment to enhancing 

national defense capabilities. This commitment to excellence and impact reflects LSU's 

dedication to advancing research that addresses pressing global challenges and enriches human 

life. 

Building Bridges Between Academia and Industry 

The acknowledgment of these faculty members' achievements aligns with broader trends 

emphasizing the importance of university-industry collaboration in fostering innovation and 

economic development. Research on public university spin-offs highlights the symbiotic 

relationship between academic discoveries and their commercial applications, suggesting that 

initiatives like the Rainmakers program not only celebrate individual achievements but also 

contribute to a larger ecosystem of innovation, job creation, and regional economic growth. 

As these six LSU faculty members receive their well-deserved recognition, their work 

exemplifies the dynamic interplay between research excellence and societal advancement. Their 

diverse contributions underscore the university's role as a crucible of discovery, where academic 

inquiry meets real-world application, shaping the future one breakthrough at a time. 

 


