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the conditions identified in AAG Chapter V.B.4.

h. Use of U.S.~Fiag Air Carriers

(i} The General Services Administration issued an amendment to the Federal Travel
Regulations in the Novernber 13, 1998 edition of the Federal Register {Vol. 63, No. 219).
The amendment refates to the use of U.S. Flag air carriers under the provisions of 49
USC §40118, which is commonly referred to as the Fly America Act.

(i) Any air transportation to, from, between or within a country other than the U.S. of
persons or property, the expense of which will be assisted by NSF funding, must be
performed by, or under a code-sharing arrangement with, a U.5.-Flag air carrier if
service provided by such a carrier is “available” (see Comp. Gen. Decisionr B-240956,
dated September 25, 1991), Tickets (or decumentation for electronic tickets) must
identify the U.5.-Flag air carrier's designator code and fiight number.

(i) For the purposes of this requirement, U.5.-Flag air carrier service is considered
“available” even though:

{a) comparable or a different kind of service can be provided at less cost by a Foreign-
Flag air carrier;

(b) Foreign-Flag air carrier service is preferred by or is more convenient for NSF or
traveler; or

(c) service by a Foreign-Flag air carrier can be paid for in excess foreign currency.

(iv) The following rules apply unless their application would result in the first or last leg
of travel from or to the U.S. being performed by a Foreign-Flag air carrier:

(a) a U.S.-Flag air carrier shall be used to destination or, in the absence of direct or
through service, to the farthest interchange point on a usually traveled route;

(b) if a U.S.-Flag air carrier does not serve an origin or interchange point, a Foreign-Flag
air carrier shall be used only to the nearest interchange point on a usually traveled route
to connect with a U.S.-Flag air carrier; or

(c) if a U.S.-Flag air carrier involuntarily reroutes the traveler via a Foreign-Flag carrier,
the Foreign-Flag air carrier may be used notwithstanding the availability of alternative
U.S.-Flag air carrier service.

¢. Use of Foreign-Flag Air Carriers

(i) Travel To and From the U.S. Use of a Foreign-Flag air carrier is permissible if the
airport abroad is:

(a) the traveler’s origin or destination airport, and use of U.5.-Flag air carrier service
would extend the time in a travel status by at least 24 hours more than travel by a
Foreign-~Flag carrier; or

{(b) an interchange point, and use of U.S.-Flag air carrier service would increase the
number of aircraft changes the traveler must make outside of the U.S. by 2 or more,
would require the traveler to wait four hours or more to make connections at that point,
or would extend the time in a travel status by at least six hours more than travel by a
Foreign-Flag air ¢arrier,

(i) Travel Between Points Qutside the U.S. Use of a Foreign-Flag air cartier is permissible ﬁ?
if travet by a:

(a) Foreign-Flag air carrier would eliminate two or moere aircraft changes en route;

{b) U.5.-Flag air carrier would extend the time in a travel status by at least four hours
more than travel by a Foreign-Flag air carrier and the travel is not part of the trip to or
from the U.S.; or

(c} U.5.-Flag air carrier would require a connecting time of four hours or more at an
overseas interchange point.
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(iii} Short Distance Travel. For all short distance travetl, regardless of origin and
destination, use of a Foreign-Fiag air carrier is permissible if the elapsed travel time on a
scheduled flight from origin to destination airport by a Foreign-Flag air carrier is three
hours or less and service by a U.5.-Flag air carrier would double the travel time.

2. Charter Flights

Because of the risk of catastrophic loss, NSF does not encourage the use of charter
flights as a means of mass transportation for groups of scientists and engineers nor does
it make arrangements for purchase of charter flight airline tickets.

3. Projects in a Foreign Country

a. For awards that include activities requiring permits from appropriate Federal, state, or
local government authorities, the grantee should obtain any required permits prior to
undertaking the propesed activities.

b. The grantee must comply with the taws and regulations of any foreign country in
which research is to be conducted. Areas of potential concern include: {1) requirements
for advance approval to conduct research or surveys; (2) special arrangements for the
participation of foreign scientists and engineers; and (3) special visas for persons
engaged in research or studies. NSF does not assume respensibility for grantee
compiiance with the laws and regulations of the country in which the work is to be
conducted.

c. The grantee also should assure that activities carried on outside the U.S. are
coordinated as necessary with appropriate U.S. and foreign government authorities and
that necessary licenses, permits or approvals are obtained prior to undertaking the
proposed activities.

d. NSF-Supported Activities in Greenland. All research projects in Greenland must be
approved in advance by the Government of Danmark. Applications for projects in which
U.S. citizens and U.S5. nationals are involved in any way (logistical, eperational and/or
financial support) shall be submitted to the Danish Government through diplomatic
channels (i.e., through the U.S, Department of State and the American Embassy,
Copenhagen) to the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Application forms, deadline dates
and instructions are available from the Director, Office of Polar Programs, National
Science Foundation, 4201 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22230.

4. Passports and Visas

NSF assumes no responsibility for securing passporis or visas required by any person
because of participaticn in an NSF-supported project. It should be noted that some
countries that nermaity do not require visas for tourists do require special visas for
scientists and engineers engaged in research or studies.

5. International Travel Grants

Funding Limitations. Funds for international travel grants will normally not exceed the
cost of a round-trip, economy class airline ticket between the approved points of origin
and destination. Group travel grants awarded to a university, professicnal society or
other non-profit crganization to enable it to coordinate U.S. participation in one or more
sctentific or engineering meetings held abroad may include a fiat rate of $50 per traveler
for the general administration of this type of project. NSF international travel grants may
not be supplemented by funds from any other NSF grant or fellowship.

H. Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs

The Foundation's regulation on Intergovernmental Review of National Science Foundation
Programs and Activities is published in 45 CFR Part 660.

The Federal Assistance Award Data System (FAADS)
{http://www.census.gov/govs/www/faads, htmi) notifies the States of Federal assistance
awards. FAADS is a computer-based management information system that provides
information on assistance awards, including NSF grants, on a quarterly basis. These
reports are distributed to the States, and meet the objective of 31 USC 86502,

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/papp/aag_6.jsp 5/6/2010




